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I. Invited Guest Speaker: Nathan Fuerst; Vice President, Student Life & Enrollment

Vice President Nathan Fuerst gave an high level overview of SFFA v. Harvard & UNC. Some of the key points included how race should be considered in admission. Now institutions are not able to consider race in admission decision. Dean Kent Holsinger said that the university can still do what it feels is necessary for its core mission and the Court affirmed it. The graduate school started an initiative that will allow to include diversity. UConn follows combined approach for admission for all campuses. There is more diverse population in regional campuses compared to UConn Storrs campus. Dean Holsinger said that the Court allows pipeline program and it has proven to be successful. One approach is early detection mechanism to find out where students are suffering. Senator Mehedi Hasan Dipu from MRS shared an incident that he got suspended from UConn Rec center for 1 week. His UConn ID got swiped with one of his lab mates. According to Rec center, it was a violation of code of conduct. Senator Dipu and his friend got suspended for 1 week. He asked what can be done since it was an honest mistake. VP Fuerst asked him to follow up with him over email. Karen Bresciano, Assistant Dean of The Graduate School, Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Affairs, said that students can reach out to her with their problems.


II. Call to Order: The meeting started at 6:29 pm

III. Recognition of Senators: Quorum was met with 39 senators.

IV. Approval of Agenda:

a. GSS Senate Meeting Minutes – 09/13/2023 meeting
b. GSS E-board Meeting Minutes – 09/28/2023 meeting

(Lassy/Barreto) Motion to approve the agenda. 39 in favor/0 opposed/ 0 abstention. Motion carries.


V. Issues Forum:

VI. Executive Board Reports:
a. President – Sandip Roy
i. SASFAC filing- Grad activity fee is $16 per semester right now. It has been proposed to increase to $28 per semester. GSS revenue is around $107,000/year. There was a dip in Fall 2022 because GSS E-board at that time proposed not to collect the grad activity fee. E-board members thought bank balance was reflective of how much money GSS had. But after some payments were made, it fell down. Sandip shared that the cost of attendance in UConn has increased over the years but GSS revenue did not increase. Budget for $200,000 was passed when GSS was making $105,000 and it was before the time Sandip joined as the GSS Treasurer. Cost of GSS events have also increased. Tier II budget request has increased by 133% since 2017 and 80% since 2019. For Tier II events involving guest speakers, if the speaker was from a specific field, then that event was not approved. If GSS would hold the same event that a Tier II organization has requested budget for, then it was not approved. Brown bags are department centric and should be funded by departments. Sandip mentioned that these decisions were made by the finance committee. Sandip added that TARANG requested around $40,000 last year. Finance committee decide to cut it. Sandip suggested to keep the total Tier II budget within $50,000. If the grad activity fee increase is passed, $30,000 will be allocated to Tier II funding, $25,000 will be allocated to GSS activities, $20,000 will be allocated for TSOS fees and GSS operations. But this will need to be decided by the Treasurer and the finance committee. Sandip said he has submitted supplementary data to SASFAC and UConn Provost agreed that the grad activity fee should be increased because it is currently low. 
(Badhan/Islam) Motion to extend the meeting by 30 minutes. 39 in favor/0 opposed/ 0 abstention. Motion carries.

ii. University Senate update- N/A
iii. Parking update-South garage has been fixed. Sandip talked to Andy Kelly from UConn parking services. GAs can park in premium commuter parking lots and area 2.  More parking lots will be closed for construction. 
iv. Miscellaneous: John Armstrong will be at the next senate meeting. Joseph Briody will be at the December senate meeting. President Radenka Maric will be at the January senate meeting and Dean Kent Holsinger will be present in the April senate meeting. Sandip mentioned that he has spoken with Provost and there is a plan for graduate student orientation. Sandip said that he has worked on this in summer. Sandip clarified that the orientation may not be mandatory. There is plan for creating a walkable map that will be especially be helpful for international students. Sandip mentioned that UConn off campus housing was dismantled in Summer. John Armstrong was dealing with UConn off campus housing. The office will be reinstated. Sandip said he contacted bus service to inquire if they will offer ride to Willington. Senator Alaa Selim from ECE department said that he noticed some buses going there but they were not for UConn students. Senator Gaurav Gupta from TARANG said that it is only for special request and someone needs to be 2-3 miles away. Senator Anietie Wisdom Williams from Nigerian Students Association (Graduate) asked what the time line is for that. Sandip said that it is not certain right now and he will give an update later.

b. Vice President – Mohsina Rahman
i. Network for Enriched Mentorship- Mohsina said that that the previous E- board met Dr. Chen Chen this year spring. GSS shared what problems graduate students face. Graduate school has initiated a program for enriched mentorship. Communications Director Israt sent an email about it. 

c. Treasurer– Gopi Yalavarthi
i. Finance committee-N/A
ii. PR clarifications-N/A

d. Activities Director– Essam Boraey
i. Fall events update and report- N/A
ii. Committee vacancies – Essam said that it is expected from the senators that they will serve in the GSS committees. Members of GSS Activities Committee will be considered for the nominations of the GSS award. Committee members will be given free entry along with their plus ones and will be offered free drinks as incentives. Senator Kyle Labe, Senator Spencer Hayes and Senator Anietie Wisdom Williams raised their hands to join the Activities committee. Essam asked them to reach out to him over email. Essam will share the details with Parliamentarian Khaled later.

e. Communications Director – Israt Jahan
i. Email list- N/A
 
f. Parliamentarian – Khaled “Axel” Djebbari
By Laws changes- Khaled showed the proposed bylaw changes and senators have until next senate meeting to review the changes. Yearly E-board allowance is the same as before. The senate will vote on the 3rd Fall senate meeting (November) on the E-board allowance including academic year and summer. It can be paid as fellowship—half in winter, the other half in April. E-board members need to submit the time record showing what they did and  how many hours the work required. E-board members need to meet attendance requirement for the E-board and the senate meetings (75% attendance) as outlined in the bylaws. Khaled said that since GSS is a voluntary work, summer wages were removed. $5000 for GSS President and Treasurer would cover both academic year and summer. For parking pass reimbursement, the attendance criteria needs to be met. Khaled mentioned that the bylaws changes proposed last year should have been implemented this year as per the bylaws. But the bylaw changes became immediately effective last year which should have been implement this year. According to the new proposed bylaw changes, after the procedures committee make suggestion to the bylaw changes, it will go to GSS faculty/ staff advisor and then will be presented to the senate for voting. Senator Anietie Wisdom Williams from Nigerian Students Association (Graduate) asked how frequently the bylaw changes can be made. Senator Bryan Greene from Sociology department said that the E-board salary will fall into the proposed special committee and the special committee can review and give suggestions. Khaled said that the senators can reach out to him.
i. University Grad Council update-N/A
ii. Appointments for committees-N/A
VII. Old Business
N/A

VIII. New Business:
a. Approval of the monthly bills, senate meeting food bills, WRTD bill – Gopi Yalavarthi (N/A)
b. Approval of past E-board member compensations – Gopi Yalavarthi (N/A)
c. Appointment of third GSS representative to the university senate – Khaled “Axel” Djebbari (N/A)
d. Approval of LANGSA senator application Rahul – Khaled “Axel” Djebbari. 
(Kollegger/ Gupta) Motion to approve the senator application for LANGSA. 39 in favor/0 opposed/ 0 abstention. Motion carries.
e. Senator-at-large application for Gabrielle Corso- Gabrielle Corso from MCB department stated that she started with GSS in 2017. She was 1 week late to submit the Senator-at-Large application. Khaled said that the senator applications were treated equally for every graduate student. Khaled added that an election needed to be held in Spring this year for the senator-at-large positions. Since no election was done in Spring, the option for collecting signatures for at-large-senators were given. Khaled added that the deadline for submitting senator applications was extended till September 15 and it was in the email that Israt sent. Khaled said that Gabrielle submitted the application 1 week later after the extended deadline. Gabrielle mentioned  that senator-at-large are rolling applications. Khaled said that it is not a rolling application according to the bylaws. Sandip said  that it was rolling application in the past. Khaled added that everyone should get equal treatment regarding senator application.

IX. Committee Reports

X. Good News

XI. Adjournment
(Gupta/Ali) Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 pm. 39 in favor/0 opposed/ 0 abstention. Motion carries.
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